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Background sources for the 
Lawmaking Process: Listen 
to the Parliamentarians!

ÅHouse Parliamentarian: How 
our laws are made (H. Doc. 110-
49) http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS103851

ÅSenate Parliamentarian: Enactment 
of a Law (Senate print from 1997) 
http:// purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS56394

http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS103851
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS56394


Our American Government

ÅOur American Government (H. Doc. 108-94) 
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS44869

ÅQ&A format, but official version omits graphics. 
Have to go to HathiTrust to see graphics 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/003885550

http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS44869
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/003885550


Lawmaking Process

Adapted from Our American Government, H. Doc. 108-94 (2003)

This chart may be useful to 
congressional aides or 
policy wonks, but the next 
slide will prove to be more 
useful to government 
information professionals 
who need to track down 
the paper trail left behind 
in the lawmaking process.



Document Trail of Legislation

From Mastering United States Government Information: Sources and Services



Survey of major publication 
types

ÅBills & Resolutions

ÅProceedings & Debates of Congress

ÅCongressional Reports 

ÅCongressional Documents 

ÅCongressional Hearings

ÅCommittee Prints

ÅPublic and Private Laws 

ÅStatutes at Large

ÅU.S. Code



Govinfo.gov vs. Congress.gov
Govinfo.gov Congress.gov

Historic scans as far back as 1873 93rd Congress(1973/74) to present

Broader in scope (congressionalwith 
selected executive and judicial branch 
content)

Only congressional in scope

Official versions Links to officialversions

Emphasis on documents Emphasison stages of legislation

Bills: 80 metadata categories; otherwise
less analytical access

Analyticalaccess to legislation (by Congress, 
bill type, status of legislation, committee and 
subcommittee, sponsor and cosponsor, etc.)

Nearly all congressional publication 
types

Focus on Cong. Rec., Bills, and Reports

Easy to browse and search Easier to browse

Updatedoften, but not as fast as 
Congress.gov

Often next day updates



Govinfo.gov Features

ÅSearch by keyword or citation, browse

ÅEasy and fast to search first and limit later

ÅScope ðincreasingly adding historic content 
back to 19th century

ÅIncludes specialized titles. Ex: Indian affairs: 
Laws and Treaties, compiled and edited by 
Charles J. Kappler



Congress.gov Browse Features

ÅCongressional Activity (including popular names of legislation, nominations, browse 
actions by date with links to Daily Digest, and roll call votes)

ÅCommittees (House and Senate Committee Reports and links to all committees and 
committee actions)

ÅCongressional Record (browse by date with links to the SHED sections)

ÅExecutive and Other Communications (links to Presidential communications with the 
House and Senate)

Å Laws (links to Public and Private Laws)

Å Legislation by Actions (easily browse by Sponsor and Cosponsor; actions by type)

Å Legislation by Number (broken down by bills, resolutions, concurrent resolutions, joint 
resolutions, and amendments)

Å Legislation by Subject and Policy Area (controlled vocabulary for broad policy areas 
and more specific subject areas legislative subject terms, geographic entities, and 
organization names)

ÅNominations

Å Treaty Documents by Topic



Bills & Resolutions (with 
selected examples)

ÅBills ðH.R. or S.
ÅAuthorization or reauthorization of federal policies, programs, and 

activities
ÅAmendment of existing law (sometimes also by joint resolution)
ÅRegular annual general appropriations

ÅJoint Resolutions ðS.J. Res. or H.J. Res.
ÅòIncidental, inferior, or unusual purposes of legislationó (House Manual, 

section 397)
ÅProposed constitutional amendment (requires two -thirds vote in each 

house)
ÅDeclaration of war

ÅConcurrent Resolutions ðS. Con. Res or H. Con. Res.
ÅCongressional budget resolution 
ÅRecess of either or both houses of more than three days

ÅSimple Resolutions ðH. Res. or S. Res.
ÅCensure or other discipline of a member
ÅCommittee funding



Either a Bill or a Joint 
Resolution can become Law

ÅH.R. 430 in the 116th Congress eventually 
became the TANF Extension Act of 2019 (P.L. 
116-4, 133 Stat. 9). https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th -congress/house-

bill/430

ÅBut H.J. Res. 28, also in the 116th Congress, 
became Further Additional Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2019 (P.L. 116-5, 133 Stat. 
10). https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th -congress/house-joint -resolution/28

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/430
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-joint-resolution/28


Bills/Resolution Text 
from Govinfo.gov

ÅGovinfo.gov ðBrowse or Search
Åhttps://www.govinfo.gov/app/col

lection/BILLS - Itõs called òbills,ó 
but includes resolutions as well. 
The Help document lists 80 
òCommon versions of bills.ó

ÅCongress.gov ðBrowse or Search
Åhttps://www.congress.gov/ - Also 

provides access to various versions.

From: https://www.govinfo.gov/help/bills

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/BILLS
https://www.congress.gov/


Bill/Resolution Text from 
Congress.gov



Proceedings and Debates of 
Congress
ÅCongressional Record (1873 ðpresent)

ÅPrevious titles published by private entities:
ÅJournals of the Continental Congress (1774ð1789) (HT 

006771172, 003917207) Debates and Proceedings in 
the Congress of the United States (1789ð1824) (HT 
001719524, 100187247, 008688952)
ÅRegister of Debates in Congress (1825ð1837) (HT 

008688491, 001719525)
ÅCongressional Globe (1833ð1873) (site:memory.loc

.govannals debates globe)



Congressional Record ðTwo 
Versions

Daily Edition, Sept. 6, 2006, page H6243 Permanent Edition, Sept. 6, 2006, page 
17157



Longest Filibuster: 24 hours, 18 
minutes

Senator Strom Thurmond 
beginning the longest filibuster 
on record �t in the Congressional 
Record. He begins by reading 
election laws from each of the 50 
�•�š���š���•�[���•�š���š�µ�š���•�U���}���i�����š�]�v�P���š�}���š�Z����
Civil Rights Act of 1957.


